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Spring Term Newsletter 

Icy Hands 

We enjoyed setting up or very 
own Science experiment … all to 
do with the freezing temperatures 
we have recently experienced. 
We froze water and watched it 
turn to ice, once it had frozen we 
removed the icy hands and 
placed them in various locations 
around school. We made 
predictions of which one would 
melt first and why. We then 
compiled our results and talked 
about what we had found. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Chinese New Year 

We enjoyed celebrating Chinese 
New Year with class 1. We 
listened to traditional music and 
stories explaining the reasons 
behind Chinese New Year. We 
then made arts and crafts as well 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/ba462a48-28bd-4668-ae7a-4d4e0d012b04/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/f5511971-aad9-44a3-a4b8-d644cbf0cfe4/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/c5f5f994-c3c5-4037-8bfb-7ba3895a7eac/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/5225a413-3cab-45d0-9cd4-9aa540876ef5/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/63a9f4fe-eddb-461a-ad45-d0ca271b545e/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/c981d609-b86e-4e8e-bc86-27cd858117f0/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/158e9801-380a-4941-95bb-7159fed8e7fb/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/4726e60d-0144-4f72-8b28-2066f493db6d/
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as tasting lots of different food. 
We had such a lovely day. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Punctuality 
It is great to see so many children 

arriving to school on time and being 

involved in their learning right from 

the beginning of the day. Class 1, 2 and 

Class 3 begin their phonics sessions at 

8.45 am and Class 4 and Class 5 begin 

their challenge time activities at 8.45 

am. We also have co-ordination 

programmes, reading/maths/speech 

and language interventions and lego 

therapy running at that time. 

Being frequently late for school means 

lost learning: 

o Arriving 5 minutes late every 

day adds up to over 3 days lost 

each year. 

o Arriving 15 minutes late every 

day is the same as being absent 

for 2 weeks a year. 

o Arriving 30 minutes late every 

day is the same as being absent 

for 19 days a year. 

Lateness to School 

School starts at 8:45 am. Your child 

will receive a late mark if they arrive 

after this time. If your child arrives 

after the register closes at 9.15 

am they will be given an unauthorised 

late mark. Persistent Unauthorised 

late marks will result in a referral to 

the Local Authority School 

Improvement Officer for further 

intervention and enforcement action 

may be taken. 

Please can you ensure children arrive 

at school for 8.45am. Thank you so 

much to parents/carers for your 

continued support. 

Holidays in Term Time 
We have seen a large increase in 

requests for holidays in term time. Due 

to this, our school attendance has fallen 

from 96.7% to 95.5%. Our school 

attendance target is 96%. This target is 

National Average. Ofsted evaluate 

school attendance and a low attendance 

can affect school’s Ofsted judgements. 
Just to remind parents and carers that 

as of 1st September 2013, Head 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/61fc9678-6005-4d6d-bebe-c3ba7a060bfa/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/84db4b77-7c29-4f75-ac78-153dadee1960/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/9bf7e3a4-21d9-46f9-a7dd-01d148463886/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/43376577-77e6-4fce-afde-0da93323ffaa/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/48e024a1-7964-4900-88f5-9b2b30bce4a7/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/1951f0c9-1186-496d-95bf-8ebc6051f1d3/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/272fc702-6c02-47fc-8a11-e4fa6e98fc92/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/54ba3175-74e5-4b88-a6dc-4feb8e618edc/
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Teachers may not grant any leave of 

absence during term time unless there 

are exceptional circumstances. Absence 

during term time should be avoided 

because children can fall behind with 

their work and may find it difficult to 

integrate. An application using the leave 

of absence form (available from the 

school office) for leave must be made in 

writing to the Head Teacher, detailing 

the exceptional circumstances. The 

Head Teacher must be satisfied the 

circumstances warrant the granting of 

leave. If you do not apply for leave in 

advance, the absence will be recorded as 

unauthorised. You can be fined for taking 

your child on holiday during term time 

without consent from the school.  

Texts/Emails 
We regularly send texts to parents with 

details of events happening in school or 

just reminders. We are now also sending 

emails. Thank you for your patience while 

we are updating this. Letters have been 

sent out explaining our new systems. 

Please notify school if you haven’t 
received any texts/emails in the last 

week. Your contact details may need 

updating.  

School Website 
Please continue to look at our school 

website on 

www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk for 

diary dates, latest news, celebrations, 

advice and information. 

Diary Dates 
 

 

Tuesday 31st January- KS2 SATS 

meeting for parents/carers (letters to 

follow) 

 

Tuesday 7th February- Safer Internet 

Day Coffee Morning for parents/carers- 

10am (letters to follow) 

 

Thursday 16th February- Spring Time 

Disco for children 4.30pm-6.00pm 

(letters to follow) 

 

Friday 17th February- End of Half Term 

 

Monday 27th February- Children return 

to school/beginning of Fairtrade 

Fortnight 

Absences 

By law, all children of compulsory 

school age must get a suitable, full-

time education. As a parent/carer, you 

are responsible for making sure this 

happens. Once your child is 

registered at Nettlesworth Primary 

School, you are responsible for 

making sure your child has regular 

and punctual attendance at school.   

The Local Authority (LA) is 

responsible for making sure that 

parents/carers fulfil their 

responsibilities, and the school must 

tell the LA if your child is regularly 

absent from school. As a 

parent/carer, you are committing an 

offence if you fail to make sure that 

your child attends school regularly. 

You run the risk of being prosecuted 

by the LA if your child’s attendance is 
poor. 

Reporting School Absence 

We appreciate there may be times 

your child is unwell or unable to attend 

school. As a parent you have a 

responsibility to:- 

o Contact school on the first 

morning of absence, providing a 

reason for their absence. 

o Keep school informed on a 

regular basis if your child is 

absent for a long period. 

o Provide medical evidence if this 

has been requested by the 

school 

If school are not informed and unable 

to contact you via telephone regarding 

your child’s absence a letter will be 
sent requesting details of the absence 

or our Parent Support Advisor will 

come out and visit to see if you need 

any support. If this is not returned 

and still no reason for the absence is 

provided the absence will be marked 

as unauthorised. 

Only head teachers can authorise 

absence and it is at their discretion as 

to whether the reason provided is 

acceptable or not.  

If your child is unwell, please contact 

school office as soon as possible by 

9am. It is important that children 

attend school as often as possible 

because if they are not in school they 

cannot learn.  

The minimum acceptable level of 

school attendance is 96%. We believe 

as a school that identifying poor 

attendance and issues affecting 

attendance early as well as working 

in partnership with parents we can 

significantly improve attendance and 
prevent a child becoming a 

persistent absentee and involvement 

with the Local authority.   Below 

outlines the procedure that we follow 

to support and improve attendance: 

• Notice to Improve Letter – sent 

home to indicate to 

parents/cares that attendance 

is starting to decline. This will 

be sent to students below 96% 

attendance. 

• Medical Evidence Request Letter – 

sent home to request medical 

evidence to be provided to 

support absence, without this 

future absence will be marked 

as unauthorised. This could be 

in the form of an 

appointment card or proof of 

medication given by the 

doctor 

• Parents/carers to be invited to 

attend a school attendance 

meeting to discuss concerns 

and set targets to improve 

http://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/
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attendance. 

• If your child’s attendance falls to 
90% or below, this is 

considered, by the 

Government, to be persistent 

absence. Where attendance 

falls below 90% and there are 

unauthorised absences a 

referral will be made to the 

Local Authority School 

Improvement Officer for 

further intervention and 

enforcement action may be 

taken. 

 

 

Bird Feeders 

Today we learnt all about how 
wintery weather has an effect on 
animals. We discussed how 
different animals adapt to survive 
the colder months. We then 
decided that we could help out 
birds by making a bird feeder. We 
used honey and bird seeds to 
make a tasty treat for our 
feathered friends. We are looking 
forward to seeing the birds enjoy 
them in our school grounds. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/a34fe4f7-9fc3-4e8a-80d6-09e219eeef64/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/7b837f94-1f5f-4aed-97e6-708f7609d94b/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/883ddd21-c58d-4165-8b17-e0b1b696da30/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/26a83d7c-9c81-4178-b4a2-810c16cba04a/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/8d94b299-2b54-4983-88e1-90a164c8f3d1/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/21e0fe83-c1b5-449c-a26a-f400393f7288/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/f8fad02a-b7c9-44a9-a1de-d5db23a946ad/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/5a3fca27-edd6-4aac-8ec5-f38f071ba175/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/b00634c7-4098-49b7-bd58-15bcfd5221cf/
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Numeracy Investigators 

This week in numeracy we are 
working on our multiplication and 
division knowledge. Today we 
were investigators and found lots 
of different ways of diving a given 
number. 

 

 

 
 
 

Zumba with Gemma 

We had such an amazing time 
learning all about Zumba with 
Gemma. We joined in lots of 
different dance moves and kept 
our feet moving the whole time. 
We definitely got our Active 60 in 
today!! 

Thanks Gemma 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/28a0bc1a-df71-470c-a166-79ba352d8c20/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/4ce6578d-aa81-4223-9332-675e322d7fab/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/0b0b1dba-0c89-4a42-ba28-ac32fb154939/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/1422186f-395f-4657-a6aa-3222b2448fc1/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/b68f9937-0757-4982-a299-327f9fa84148/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/0364582a-c190-4fa2-8928-17a5f9c22d15/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/06dbac12-2a35-4f14-90e2-2d344e805374/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/e9f7be75-bbe3-4da6-9821-8e3c9c7868a5/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/fc4e1696-f6b1-4449-8a77-28b3327b6148/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/bbdc0ed7-4f8e-40d3-88ad-77281385558b/
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Judo Stars – 20.1.23 

UNCRC Article 

29 – goals of 

education 

A fabulous achievement from 3 of 

our talented children who competed 

in a Judo competition in 

Birmingham. Another example of 

Rights Respecting Gold and potential 

future careers for each of them. 

Well done Millie, Lucas and Jacob; 

we are all very proud of you. 

 

Future Football Star – 20.1.23 

UNCRC Article 

29 – goals of 

education 

Well done to Alana for her Player of 

the Match Performance at her Out of 

School Football Club on Saturday. 

Keep up the wonderful work and I’m 
sure we have a future careers on our 

hands  

 

Our DT project. 

UNCRC Article 31 – take part in a range of 
cultural activities. 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/judo-stars-20-1-23/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/future-football-star-20-1-23/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/a40a6175-8493-46b8-aafc-b397eeb3a0af/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/8e1407ff-1f65-4382-a694-b1cb68fe2d83/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/f374b4f4-ce4a-44b8-82ed-174d386415e6/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/eb810290-98e3-4253-ba2a-d45fb01662c6/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/259ef884-77fb-4e51-829a-9f1b82272b80/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/5c7d41e6-0ae8-4890-a5f7-f2a743e7897a/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/01/8745EFA9-43FD-4DD8-8166-C1685C09E351.jpeg
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023/01/8ED816FE-6646-4686-BB46-DDE4031584C1-rotated.jpeg
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In art and DT, we have been 
looking at art installation and 
discussing how we can create our 
very own models. For our first 
lesson, we thought carefully 
about what we might use and 
how we could build it. We 
carefully designed our 3D models 
and drew them. This week, we 
began creating our models by 
painting our polystyrene balls and 
creating different patterns and 
effects, ready to build and 
complete our models next week. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Our science 

investigation… 

UNCRC Article 28 – right to an education. 

This week we began our 
investigation of observing how 
seeds grow into mature plants. 
We recapped the work we had 
done on the stages of plant 
growth and followed the steps 
carefully, to plant our own seeds. 
We discussed how we can make 
sure they grow and what they will 
need. We are going to observe 
our plants closely to see how well 
they grow. 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/61350acb-f0c7-4d66-9da4-ee87347b461e/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/c98ddf49-8dbf-470d-b787-9a46a495d57d/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/aceac6a5-86ae-4722-ba5e-3e4215c210ce/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/5243a3f0-4731-4d94-8906-43c8af881999/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/45163817-4fe2-4ee0-807b-d68236138f84/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/13a71f2a-14a6-49b1-b36f-41fdb9a377a0/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/5e22f39d-c931-48f2-8f38-3f8b6d8fa3c0/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/4e92e1d0-9e13-4532-b191-f253d151d80a/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/fe8ad49a-ca51-42f1-a590-db1e925c9a76/
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https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/7dbf9534-3233-46b8-9af8-5fee90adca5b/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/ae515f85-9cf2-4aeb-9cd1-a9d6f6df5a31/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/d7c32371-916c-4e3f-979e-415c8a8517c3/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/dbb3fb0f-d481-4b04-abf0-6923a8a6bcfd/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/367545ea-aeda-406b-b091-bfd441051ecd/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/a44bc814-ab7c-4659-8ccd-41432185b9df/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/cb3b1911-6433-4bdc-bf21-9b5bfd8f7402/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/b11b7f5d-cceb-4e74-90d3-ff4e8a674f76/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/5c5d172c-e8e6-492d-8d05-109238d9d8a7/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/d81d25ae-1495-4da2-93e7-172ec65d99ff/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/1eb2d192-e974-46a0-b63f-3bf3638d936a/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/3554447a-512b-499d-ad69-80b3b6753e2a/
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Dance with Gemma 

This half term, the Year 4s are 
working with dance coach 
Gemma to produce some 

sequences inspired by clocks! 
We’ve had so much fun coming 
up with new moves and motifs. 

UNCRC Article 29 – education 
must develop every child’s 
personality, talents and abilities to 
the full. 

 
 
 
Sound work in Science 

Our topic this half term in Science 
is ‘Sound’. Last week, we 
discussed and discovered that 
sound is made from an object 
vibrating. Today we played 
different instruments and looked 
to see if we could see anything 
vibrating to create the sound – we 
noticed the guitar and ukulele 
strings wobbled when they were 
played! We then noted down our 
findings for each instrument, if 
they gave low or high pitch 
sounds and if they were loud of 
quiet in volume. 

UNCRC Article 28 – every child 
has the right to an education. 

 
 

 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/0993b61a-15c3-41f1-a5bb-28d04efcd4d7/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/b37cd640-1ba7-465c-8988-c2dfa64476ad/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/391b6afb-d899-4bfe-8c4e-56f6a6542ac4/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-3/class-3-activities/1197c337-5893-4800-9611-f90ec6d48484/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/892f3710-3839-44f1-8c13-ee255629aa7f/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/61743dbc-1320-42d1-946f-d910ce6e4421/
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