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SpringTerm Newsletter 

Art Coffee Morning 

UNCRC Article 31 – Take part in 
a range of activities.  

We had such a successful Coffee 
Morning, raising money for a new 
sound system, to support our 
performances in school. Our Art 
Ambassadors did such a fantastic 
job setting up and helping all of 
our children and parents with 
their crafts. Thank you very much 
to everyone that came and for 
your generous donations. We 
managed to raise a total of 
£224.30 which is amazing!  The 
children had so much fun and 
enjoyed creating their crafts and 
thank you everyone for coming. 
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https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/home/7c398bb3-293b-4f3c-8285-9030fa4ae303/
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Punctuality 
It is great to see so many children 

arriving to school on time and being 

involved in their learning right from 

the beginning of the day. Class 1, 2 and 

Class 3 begin their phonics sessions at 

8.45 am and Class 4 and Class 5 begin 

their challenge time activities at 8.45 

am. We also have co-ordination 

programmes, reading/maths/speech 

and language interventions and lego 

therapy running at that time. 

Being frequently late for school means 

lost learning: 

o Arriving 5 minutes late every 

day adds up to over 3 days lost 

each year. 

o Arriving 15 minutes late every 

day is the same as being absent 

for 2 weeks a year. 

o Arriving 30 minutes late every 

day is the same as being absent 

for 19 days a year. 

Lateness to School 

School starts at 8:45 am. Your child 

will receive a late mark if they arrive 

after this time. If your child arrives 

after the register closes at 9.15 

am they will be given an unauthorised 

late mark. Persistent Unauthorised 

late marks will result in a referral to 

the Local Authority School 

Improvement Officer for further 

intervention and enforcement action 

may be taken. 

Please can you ensure children arrive 

at school for 8.45am. Thank you so 

much to parents/carers for your 

continued support. 

Holidays in Term Time 
We have seen a large increase in 

requests for holidays in term time. Due 

to this, our school attendance has fallen 

from 96.7% to 95.5%. Our school 

attendance target is 96%. This target is 

National Average. Ofsted evaluate 

school attendance and a low attendance 

can affect school’s Ofsted judgements. 
Just to remind parents and carers that 

as of 1st September 2013, Head 

Teachers may not grant any leave of 

absence during term time unless there 

are exceptional circumstances. Absence 

during term time should be avoided 

because children can fall behind with 

their work and may find it difficult to 

integrate. An application using the leave 

of absence form (available from the 

school office) for leave must be made in 

writing to the Head Teacher, detailing 

the exceptional circumstances. The 

Head Teacher must be satisfied the 

circumstances warrant the granting of 

leave. If you do not apply for leave in 

advance, the absence will be recorded as 

unauthorised. You can be fined for taking 

your child on holiday during term time 

without consent from the school.  

Texts/Emails 
We regularly send texts to parents with 

details of events happening in school or 

just reminders. We are now also sending 

emails. Thank you for your patience while 

we are updating this. Letters have been 

sent out explaining our new systems. 

Please notify school if you haven’t 
received any texts/emails in the last 

week. Your contact details may need 

updating.  

School Website 
Please continue to look at our school 

website on 

www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk for 

diary dates, latest news, celebrations, 

advice and information. 

Class 2’s Habitat Hunt 

In science, this half term, we are 
learning all about habitats. Today 
we went on a habitat hunt in our 
school grounds. We found lots of 
evidence of animals living within 
our local area. We wonder which 
other animal habitats we can spot 
at home? 

 

 

http://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/home/90bfbb22-3658-41c0-aaf0-38845f598041/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/home/e9f451bd-71a9-44cd-ba57-dc6fd7cd3404/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/home/3b8c0416-679b-4e9f-8529-7c6428b43f56/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7032/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7037/
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Diary Dates 
 

Tue 30th Jan- KS2 SATs (Year 

5/6) Meeting with 

Parents/Carers 

 

Wed 31st Jan- Archery 

 

Thur 1st Feb- Year 5/6 Mini Police 

Sessions Start 

 

Tue 6th Feb- Safer Internet Day 

Coffee Morning 

 

Tue 6th Feb- Year 5/6 Tag Rugby-

Maiden Castle 

 

Fri 9th Feb- Class 3 Dance 

Festival -Durham Gala 

 

Thur 15th Feb- Springtime Disco 

 

Fri 16th Feb- End of Half Term 

 

Mon 26th Feb- Children return to 

school 

-Whole School Adam Bushnell 

Workshops 

-Beginning of Fairtrade Fortnight 
 

Further letters/details will 

follow about each event 
 

Absences 

By law, all children of compulsory 

school age must get a suitable, full-

time education. As a parent/carer, you 

are responsible for making sure this 

happens. Once your child is 

registered at Nettlesworth Primary 

School, you are responsible for 

making sure your child has regular 

and punctual attendance at school.   

The Local Authority (LA) is 

responsible for making sure that 

parents/carers fulfil their 

responsibilities, and the school must 

tell the LA if your child is regularly 

absent from school. As a 

parent/carer, you are committing an 

offence if you fail to make sure that 

your child attends school regularly. 

You run the risk of being prosecuted 

by the LA if your child’s attendance is 
poor. 

Reporting School Absence 

We appreciate there may be times 

your child is unwell or unable to attend 

school. As a parent you have a 

responsibility to:- 

o Contact school on the first 

morning of absence, providing a 

reason for their absence. 

o Keep school informed on a 

regular basis if your child is 

absent for a long period. 

o Provide medical evidence if this 

has been requested by the 

school 

If school are not informed and unable 

to contact you via telephone regarding 

your child’s absence a letter will be 
sent requesting details of the absence 

or our Parent Support Advisor will 

come out and visit to see if you need 

any support. If this is not returned 

and still no reason for the absence is 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7034/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7049/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7044/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7029/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7024/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/img_7022-2/
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provided the absence will be marked 

as unauthorised. 

Only head teachers can authorise 

absence and it is at their discretion as 

to whether the reason provided is 

acceptable or not.  

If your child is unwell, please contact 

school office as soon as possible by 

9am. It is important that children 

attend school as often as possible 

because if they are not in school they 

cannot learn.  

The minimum acceptable level of 

school attendance is 96%. We believe 

as a school that identifying poor 

attendance and issues affecting 

attendance early as well as working 

in partnership with parents we can 

significantly improve attendance and 

prevent a child becoming a 

persistent absentee and involvement 

with the Local authority.   Below 

outlines the procedure that we follow 

to support and improve attendance: 

• Notice to Improve Letter – sent 

home to indicate to 

parents/cares that attendance 

is starting to decline. This will 

be sent to students below 96% 

attendance. 

• Medical Evidence Request Letter – 
sent home to request medical 

evidence to be provided to 

support absence, without this 

future absence will be marked 

as unauthorised. This could be 

in the form of an 

appointment card or proof of 

medication given by the 

doctor 

• Parents/carers to be invited to 

attend a school attendance 

meeting to discuss concerns 

and set targets to improve 

attendance. 

• If your child’s attendance falls to 
90% or below, this is 

considered, by the 

Government, to be persistent 

absence. Where attendance 

falls below 90% and there are 

unauthorised absences a 

referral will be made to the 

Local Authority School 

Improvement Officer for 

further intervention and 

enforcement action may be 

taken. 

 

Science – Making 
shadows in Class 
3 

Class 3 had a fun and interesting 
science lesson, learning all about 
shadows. We went outside to see 
what our shadows looked like 
when we were making different 
positions. We then had our very 
own shadow puppet show and 
discussed how we could make 
different shapes on the wall. 
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https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/home/d65c0cc1-5660-41af-8ccd-27f67e701ea3/
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String telephones 

As Class 4’s new topic in Science 
is Sound, we have been 
experimenting with many different 
ways of creating sound – this 

week we made string telephones! 
We loved hearing our voices 
through the paper cups. 

UNCRC Article 28 – every child has the right 
to an education. 
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https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/9dcd8e70-6e1b-415b-8db3-f22a5aa8bee4/
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PE – Tudor 
Dance 
Masquerade – 
18.1.24 

Well done to everyone in Class 5 
for the progress made in our 
Tudor Masquerade: it’s fabulous 
to see you all looking majestic in 
your movements. This week you 
worked in groups of 6 to create a 
sequence within the Masquerade. 

Very proud of you all. 

 

 
 

Spring 1 in Class 1 
Week 4 Highlights… 

Swimming Superstar! 

UNCRC Article 29: Every child has the 

right to an education that develops their 
personality, talents and abilities to the full.  

Well done to Maisie who has 
blown us out of the water with her 
swimming ability! 

Level 4 and she is only in our 
Reception class – we can 
definitely see a talented swimmer 

of the future. Keep this up  

 

Week 3 Highlights… 

UNCRC Article 31: Every child has the 

right to relax and play. 

This week we have had lots of 
fun making dinosaurs in Art/DT. 
We got really creative and added 
personalised touches making our 
own OSAURUS! 

In numeracy we have been doing 
rapid number recall for subitising 
numbers up to 5, 10 and some of 
us beyond. 

We learned how to say hello in 
French and the children have 
been saying ” Bonjour” ever 

since  

We had lots of fun at our Arts 
coffee morning too so thank you 
for everyone who came along. 

For the next 2 weeks Mrs Dyer 
will be shadowing in Class 1 so 
that she can get a good feel for 
our daily routines whilst watching 
Mrs Morton deliver our 
curriculum. 

 

 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-5/class-5-activities/ce509732-a668-4944-88f7-db93276e79bc/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-5/class-5-activities/d41fe584-7fb7-4910-866e-cc6f748fd376/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9169/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9184/


2  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Week 2 Highlights… 

UNCRC Article 29: Every child has the 

right to an education that develops their 
personality, talents and abilities to the full.  

This week we have been focusing 
on oracy skills in literacy and 
sharing our weekend / holiday 
news. In Numeracy we are 
continuing with ten town and 
really trying hard to form all of the 
numbers correctly, saying their 
number rhyme as we go. 

Phonics regrouping and 
assessment has taken place and 
we are encouraging all of the 
children to update the writing in 
their red phonics books if they 

https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9190/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9191/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9192/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9198/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9199-3/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9208/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9217/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9222/
https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9234/
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haven’t already. Sounds will be 
less frequent in these books now 
as we move into the blending 
stage of reading words e.g. c/a/t 
= cat. 

Forest schools was fun this week 
and we enjoyed making natural 
woodland crowns. 
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https://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/our-classes/class-1/class-1-activities/img_9154/
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Week 1 Highlights… 

UNCRC Article 24: Every child has the 

right to good healthcare. 

This week we have launched our 
new topic chosen by the children; 
‘Dinosaurs’. In PE, we have 
moved onto the new skill; 
Gymnastics where we will be 
focusing on skills in balance and 

core strength  
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